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Presentation of Community Indicators



Population Demographics

Columbia County Lake City 

Total Population 69,105 11,977

Under age 18 15,151 3,348

White 79.4% 59.1%

Black 19.2% 38.8%

Native American 1.3% 1%

Asian 1.3% 2.3%

Two or more races 2.9% 3.6%

Some other race 1.7% 1.5%

Hispanic or Latino (of  any race) 6.0% 6.2%

Table 1: Demographic data from the U.S. Census 

Bureau 2014-2018 ACS 5-Year Estimate







Columbia County 

Student Demographics/Data

Source: Florida Department of 

Education 2018-2019 District Report 

Card

https://edudata.fldoe.org/ReportCards/Schools.html?school=0000&district=12


Educational Attainment

Source: Casey Family Programs Community 

Opportunity Map

https://caseyfamily.caimaps.info/cailive?location=Lake%20City&fid=29084&tab=education&searchType=city


Columbia County Safety Statistics

Source: County Health Rankings and 

Roadmaps, A Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation program, 2020 data

Source: Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement, Columbia County

https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/app/florida/2020/measure/factors/43/data
https://www.fdle.state.fl.us/FSAC/County-Profiles/Columbia.aspx


Lake City Safety Statistics



Health Care Access: Columbia County
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Births to Mothers ages 15 - 19
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Births with Low Birthweight
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Infant Mortality Rate
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Percentage of Births 

Covered by Medicaid
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Physical Activity
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Food Access and Food Insecurity
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Columbia County Florida

• Four of  the 12 census tracts in 

Columbia County are considered 

food deserts by USDA guidelines 

of  low-income populations and 

low access to supermarkets. 

• A majority area in Columbia 

County, northeast of  the 

Richardson Community Center 

(RCC), is categorized as a food 

desert. There is also a small census 

tract southwest of  the RCC that is 

in a food desert.

Source: Florida Department 

of Health, FL HealthCharts 



Community and Economic Background
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% = out of total 

29,513 workforce

• According to data from the North Florida 

Economic Development Partnership, the top 

industries in Columbia County in 2019 

were Health Care and Social Services, 

Retail, Accommodation and Food 

Services, and Public Administration.

• Between 2000 and 2019, the population in 

Columbia County has grown by 28.6%. 

• As of  2020, the county’s population 

increased by 6% since 2015, growing by 

4,125 and it is projected to increase 

another 4% over the next five years adding 

an additional 2,880 people to the Columbia 

County population.

• Major employers in the area is include the 

Veteran’s Administration Medical Center 

providing more than 1,200 jobs and the 

Columbia County School Board employing 

over 1,300 people.



Unemployment Rates
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Poverty Rates
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• The 2019 Columbia County Community Health 

Assessment indicates that poverty in Columbia 

County disproportionately affects Black and 

Hispanic residents, with 30.6% of  Black residents 

and 33.2% of  Hispanic or Latino residents living in 

poverty, compared to 13.4% of  White residents.

• This disparity is even more stark among children in 

Columbia County, with 44% of  Black children 

and 40% of  Hispanic or Latino children living in 

poverty, compared to 18% of  White children 

(Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 

Data 2018).

• ALICE households, meaning Asset Limited Income 

Constrained Employed, are households that earn less 

than the basic cost of  living for their area but more 

than the federally defined poverty level. In Columbia 

County, 32% of  households are ALICE. 

Combined with the 19% of  households living in 

poverty, a total of  51% of  households in 

Columbia County live below the ALICE 

threshold. 





Child Welfare: Child Maltreatment
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Child Welfare: Reasons for Removal
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Children in Out-of-Home Care: 

Columbia County



Children in Out-of-Home Care: 

Placement Type



Community Strengths and Needs 

Assessment

339 respondents have completed the Assessment to 

date.

Age

• The range of  respondents’ ages is 10-84

• The average respondent age is 43

• The majority of  respondents are between 30-60 years 

old

Caregivers

• 59% of  respondents are caregivers of  a child under 18



Strengths and Needs Assessment
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Strengths and Needs Assessment
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Strengths and Needs Assessment
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Strengths and Needs Assessment
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