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FORTY THREE NEW HOMES

By Lakisha Mills, Recruitment and Retention Specialist

This fiscal year PSF’s Licensing f}
team was tasked with licensing
43 new homes. We are proud to
announce that we reached our
goal. The team worked together
diligently in great strides  to
make this happen. We would like
to thank the Partner Families
who referred four of our new
homes. Those Partner Families
who helped recruit received an
incentive of $125. It is not much, but we really appreciate their zeal in recruiting quality
families for our children.

Our Faith Partners contributed to three new homes, and PSF staff referred two of our
new homes. Please remember that all Partner Families, PSF employees, CMA employees,
GAL volunteers and DCF staff are eligible for the $125 incentive for each family referred
who becomes a licensed Partner Family. Payment will be made once the family has accepted
their first child in placement.

Although we have attained our goal for the fiscal year, there are still homes to be recruited
and children who are in need of loving, caring families. We believe that word of mouth goes
a long way. Continue to spread the word about becoming a Partner Family.

For information contact your Recruitment and Retention Specialist:
Lakisha Mills 386-243-8804

Waheeda Deen 352-244-1536

ot email at recruitment@pfsf.org
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RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION UPDATE

The Licensing and Recruitment team is sad to announce that Joshua Dease, Re-licensing Specialist for
the Tri-County area has left our team. We wish him and his wife the best of luck as they venture to
Slovenia, Italy to do mission work. Josh was a great asset to our team and will be greatly missed.

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Esteemed Partners and Friends,

Community Partners and Friends,

As many of you know, I have called Gainesville home for the majority
of my life. Joining PSF as CEO was appealing to me not only because
of the organization’s reputation as a top-notch child welfare agency, but
also because it gave me the opportunity to return home to impact my
own North Central Florida community. This is really the essence of the
Community-Based Care model, that we each bring our unique knowledge
and experience to the table to impact our own communities.

Stephen Pennypacker
President/ CEO

After several years of work in statewide leadership at DCE, I bring a
new perspective to my role at PSE. I am the organization’s first CEO
who has spent the majority of their career at DCE and as an attorney. As someone new to the
nonprofit side of child welfare, I have spent much of the last two months learning and meeting
with staff and our local partners.

What has struck me most strongly is the high degree of professionalism and dedication each
of the staff brings to their jobs and how universal this is no matter what role they play in our
system. No matter how difficult the work may be at times, they let me know that each problem
was a chance to be creative in finding a solution. We have a great team and it is exciting to
imagine where we can go from here.

I have also sat down with many of our community partners, including foster parents, guardians
ad litem, judges and magistrates, Children’s Legal Services attorneys, service providers and
other Community-Based Care agency leaders. Every one of them tells me that PSF is a strong
organization and always tries to do the right thing. We are known for our innovation and
willingness to try new approaches to improve child welfare.

I will strive to maintain this reputation on a daily basis as long as I have the privilege of serving
as this agency’s CEO. Ilook forward to meeting many more of our partners in coming months.

Stephen Pennypacker
President/CEO

We would like to announce that our new

PAULA VANN
386-249-1831
paula.vann@
pfsf.org

LAKISHA MILLS

386-243-8804
lakisha.mills@
pfsf.org

Licensing Specialist, Ashley Johnson, has
joined our team. Ashley joins Partnership
for Strong Families as a self-assured,
resourceful, self-determined individual
with a heightened sense of recognition
for the demands presented as a Licensing
Specialist. Ashley was previously employed with several of our
CMAs, including Children’s Home Society and Devereux, and is
WAHEEDA DEEN  Very familiar with the agency’s mission and goals. Ashley will provide
352-244-153¢ oversight for Gilchrist, Levy, Dixie and Taylor Counties. She is an
waheeda.deen@ €xcellent example of what it takes to love the children we serve.

ASHLEY JOHNSON
(352) 463-3110 ext. 2307
ashley.johnson@pfsf.org

pfsf.org



WELCOME NEW PARTNER FAMILIES!
Sephia Steding, Evelyn & Eustace Mowtisen, Cupstal Redic, Taryn & Thomas Fannah, Melanie Pigott & Jason Pimentel,
Daylin & Brad Bavese-Tenzalez, Ungela & Lavy COgbun and Zenaida & John Johins
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
August 9
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Suwannee High School Auditorium
1314 Pine Ave. SW
Live Oak, FL 32064

GAINESVILLE PRAYER
BREAKFAST
Saturday, August 23
9:00 a.m.
Greenhouse Church
2925 NW 39th Ave.
Gainesville, FL. 32605

2014 CHILD PROTECTION
SUMMIT
September 3 - 5
Marriott World Center
8701 World Center Dr.
Orlando, FL 32821

ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!

Partner Family
Reward!

We nced your help with
recruitment! Earn your referral
reward today!

Partner amulies, PSE employeces,
CMA employees, GAL volunteers and
DCI statt are cligible for

$125.00

tor cach tamily you reter who becomes
a licensed Partner Family.
Payment will be made once the
family has accepted their firse child in
placement.

L'or additional information contact
your Recruitment and Retenton
Spectalist:

akisha Mills: 386-243-8804
Waheeda Deen: 385-244-1536
recruitment(@ptst.org
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POWER OF YOU CONFERENCE TRAINING




Right: Shirley Green
Brown (Alachua County
Commissioner) with
Dr. Michael Bowie and
Stephen Pennypacker

Left: Keith Perry
(District 21 House of
Representatives), Stephen
Pennypacker (CEO),
Dave Snyder (WCJB-TV
20) and Dr. Michael
Bowie (PSF Boatd of

Left: Dr. Antonio and
Yalonda Catrlisle (Faith
Parnters) with Dr. Michael
Bowie and Stephen
Pennypacker

Right: CEO Stephen
Pennypacker presenting the
Master of Ceremony, Dave
Snyder, with a token of
appreciation.
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CONTACT US

MAIN OFFICE
5950 NW 1st Place, Suite A
Gainesville, FLL. 32601
Tel: (352) 244-1500
Fax: (352) 244-1647
On-Call: (352) 226-4675
Toll-free: (866) 310-7326

LAKE CITY OFFICE
1211 SW Bascom Nortis Dr.
Lake City, FL 32025
Tel: (386) 243-8800
Fax: (386) 243-8700
On-Call: (386) 984-6940
Toll-free: (866) 832-5562

TRENTON OFFICE
1208 E. Wade St.
Trenton, FLL. 32693
Tel: (352) 463-3111
Fax: (352) 463-3104
On-Call: (352) 463-3110
*follow prompts*
Toll-Free: (888) 877-5459

LIVE OAK OFFICE
501 SE Demortest, Suite C
Live Oak, FL. 32064
Tel: (386) 364-7774
Fax: (386) 364-1097
On-Call: (850)570-9716
Toll-Free: (866) 850-8133

STARKE OFFICE
405S. Georgia St.
Starke, FL 32091
Tel: (904) 964-1540
Fax: (904) 964-1550
On-Call: (904) 964-1540
*follow prompts*
Toll-Free: (866)888-6548

RECRUITMENT
& RETENTION

recruitment@
pfsf.org
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CHRISTY’S CORNER

By Christy VanValey Conner, Partner Family Advocate

Partnership for Strong Families would like to congratulate the
2014 Power of You award winners.

SIMON FLATT ELAINE CALDERON EVELYN STRINGER JASMA NEAL
Supporting Educational Normalcy Award Model Parent Award Power of You Award
Needs Award

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS
By Stephanie Love, Manager, Community Outreach Step Up For Children

Step Up For Students provides
scholarships for low-income Florida
schoolchildren, children who are
in foster care and children who are
homeless enrolled in grades K-12.

| EVERY CHILD DESERVES A CHANCE\
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nation’s largest tax credit scholarship program, giving low-income families the ability to
choose the K-12 school that best meets their child’s needs.

Many families still don’t know this
option exists, but Florida has the

Step Up For Students is a non-profit organization that administers the Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship Program. The program was created in 2001 by the Florida Legislature, and is
funded by corporations that receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for their contributions.

Since 2002, more than 330,000 scholarships have been awarded to low-income Florida
students in grades K-12, including approximately 60,000 for the 2013-14 school year.
Families can choose between two scholarship options:

*A scholarship to help cover private school tuition and fees, worth up to $4,880.

*A scholarship to assist with transportation costs to attend a public school in

another county, worth up to $500.

(Scholarship amounts for the 2013-14 school year are noted. The amounts may increase for
the 2014-15 school year.)

The scholarship also has special guidelines for children who are in foster care or who are
homeless.

Step Up For Students applications are now available. Parents may visit www.
StepUpForStudents.org for additional details and to apply for the Step Up For Students
Scholarship for the 2014-15 school year.

If a parent is interested in the program, but won’t have children starting kindergarten or
meeting all the eligibility requirements until the 2015-16 school year, they can sign up for the
2015-16 school year interest list by visiting ww.StepUpForStudents.org,
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Partnership for Strong Families would like to thank our Partner Families for all of their hard work and dedication to
our children. We truly are grateful for their devoted partnership. Together we are changing the lives of the children
and families we serve.

Licensing would like to give a special thank you to everyone who participated in the first Power of You Conference. It
was a great success and we look forward to future conferences.




