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        Faith Based Partnership Meeting Minutes
     Partnership for Strong Families
      5950 NW 1st Pl, Suite A Gainesville, Fl  32607
July 26th, 2011
Attendees:  Akiva Ford, PSF; Tatianna Kelaita, PSF; Waheeda Dean, PSF; Jacqueline Kelly, PSF; Jenn Petion, PSF; Janet Johnson, CHS; John Beagle, Family Church; Karl Anderson, Upper Room Ministries; Donny Dillon, University City Church of Christ

Meeting was opened by Akiva Ford, PFSF Recruitment and Licensing Manager at 10:25 a.m.
	Topic or Activity
	Discussion/Decisions

	Faith Needs:
	

	Recruitment
	· Recruitment Rally
· Akiva: Recruitment Rally was a success. Brought in about 20 families. We plan to go ahead and have another one. 

· Karl: extended an invitation to set up booth at stop the violence rally. PSF will partner with CHS for event.
· Tia: spoke at an event at the church and another PSF member spoke at the district church meeting.
· Recruitment of New Pastors

· Karl: Expressed an interest in helping connect with new pastors. Stated that some possible recruits were Santa FE EGI and the Ministerial Alliance. Proposed that we come up with letter to email to pastors. Karl proposed that we come up with a sub-committee to work on recruitment documentation. Wants to make sure that he can use biblical verbiage in documents.

· Akiva:  Areas we especially need help in are Lafayette, and Dixie, the Tri-County Suwannee Area, and Taylor. Full list of our service area includes: Taylor, Madison, Hamilton, Suwannee, Columbia, Baker, Bradford, Union, Alachua, Gilchrist, Lafayette, Dixie, and Levy counties.

· Matt is supposed to be taking lead on recruiting new pastors. 

· Jorge was supposed to be here from First Assembly to work on recruitment. 

· Jenn: Stated that we have a letter but it needs to be updated.  Coming next week we will have a face book page and twitter page. We are also working on a new webpage.

· Speaking Engagements

· Janet: November 8th, 2011, there will be a free event at Skate Station to celebrate adoption. Licensing has a table to do an info session for foster parents

· Jenn: Would like to share table with licensing during the event. Would like to invite the governor’s wife, who is interested in attending adoption events.

· Janet: Needs: They are accepting donations and looking for volunteers for the event.

· Donny: Will provide volunteers/students to help with event.

· Janet: Organizations come to talk to children about abuse and other topics.

	Church Events
	· Akiva: Would like to use same idea as Tia, and come to upcoming church events. 

· Janet: CHS went to an event for heart gallery. A lot of people were interested in assisting, and supporting foster parents. Not many were interested in becoming foster parents.

· Karl-“Back to School”-August 13th 
· Karl: Jurisdictional Women’s Committee-September 27-30th at Upper Room Ministries Church. Time 10:00 a.m. Workshop and nightly at 7:30 p.m.

· Janet: Will be setting up heart gallery.
· Karl-October Festival-October 31st
· Donny-“Christmas for the Community”-December 11th-12-2 p.m. University City Church Gym

· A collection of churches, rotary club, and others attend. There will be a party for the kids. Interested in taking 140 wish lists form Jenn Petion.



	Church Initiates that need support
	· Christmas

· Akiva: PSF will be having three Christmas Parties. 1 in Gainesville, Trenton, and Lake City/Live Oak. We need a church to host the events, prepare food, provide volunteers, and coordinate.

· Donny: Will help out with the Alachua Party. We should create a sub group for Alachua.

· Karl: Will take 50 wish lists from PSF, and 50 from CHS.

· Waheeda: Planning for parties begins in August. Last year we did not get an accurate count on food needs. Hopes that this year we can be more accurate. The majority of foster children will attend. 1st week of December we collect gifts. What is left is given out to caseworkers. Donny prepares the stars.

· Akiva: Wants to begin planning early.

· Waheeda: We do not have a church on board for Lake City or Live Oak yet. Has been held at the Seven Day Adventist Church, but all preparations have been done by PSF.

· Karl: Volunteered to reach out to churches in the Lake City Live Oak areas.

· Janet: There is a large church called Westwood Baptist that might be interested.

· Waheeda: Churches who host are responsible for providing dinner, passing out gifts, organizing and preparing for the party. 

· Donny: Athletes are usually invited to Alachua party to sign autographs.

· Waheeda: Will contact Donny next week regarding planning. Need food donations.

· New Initiatives

· John: Hart. Haley is taking donations. 

· Wants to use pictures to hand out to church members. He makes them into cards and gives one to each member to pray for. 

· Akiva: We need to come up with a brochure geared towards churches

· Jenn: We can incorporate on the back of brochures the children with prayer needs.

· Karl: We do monthly drives. Recommended that we let pastors know how they can be helpful

· John: A lot of people have contacted me regarding wanting to support foster families. But efforts need to be coordinated. Orphan Care Committee with Alachua Foster Care Association is starting a donation closet. They are renting a storage unit, donated by Mr. Locke. He is in charge of donations. Open to members, and case managers. If you would like something out of it, just let a member of the association know.



	Current Programs:
	

	Coming of Age Birthday Celebrations
	· Akiva: Streamlining info in agenda and how it can get to churches. 

· Karl: Need to provide info to churches one month in advance

· Waheeda: Best practice. Have a representative in each area. Get names from Waheeda. Wants to contact representatives to provide info to pastors in surrounding areas. Those teens not in our areas can be mailed gift cards. 

· Waheeda: Latoya Davenport was going to speak to CMA directors. Need to have a work group meeting to discuss needs.

	Birthday Cards
	· Waheeda: We will still be doing birthday cards. They can be delivered to Tatianna or Waheeda, who will in turn deliver them to the workers.

· Donny: Need updated list. 

· Karl: Needed for the remainder of the year.

· John: Expressed an interest in participating.

· Waheeda: All churches can participate. Lists are given to churches. PSF sends out the cards. Will get with Latoya for an updated list and will forward to the pastors. Cards should include: 1) First Name, 2) First letter of last name, 3) Birth date.

	Mid Florida Adoption Support Group
	· Janet: Thursday, 07/28/2011 @ 6:30 p.m. there will be an event at Family Treasures. Child care is available. Kids will be in a play area, while parents meet. 

· Jenn: Need list of children and number from CHS for newsletter.

· John: Would like to be informed of any prayer requests. Would like to help out with the committee. 

· Janet: The event is open to the community. Parents come together to talk about their experiences, needs, and concerns. They are very open with their foster parents with what to expect from adoption.

	Back to School
	· “Stop the Violence” 

· Karl: Topic of event “Who Are You Repping?” Will deal with gang violence in the community. Karl will send flyers and press release to us for his Back to school event. Event date back to School August 12, 2011. Last day to accept donations is August 8th. There will be at least 1200 backpacks with school supplies. Thousands will be in attendance. For children Pre-K to 12th grade. Requested that we get with his wife about signing up for a booth space. Event from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Booths need to be set up early. Some people arrive at 6:30 a.m. 

· PSF Initiatives

· Jenn: PSF is doing an internal drive. Mission 937 collecting backpacks. Publix offering a $100.00 gift card. We are doing an e-blast that will be emailed to pastors as well. 

· Karl: Stated that our foster parents can pre-register for backpacks. He will send us registration forms. Indicated that we need to advise our foster parents that the backpacks are given at the end of the event so that they will catch the message. 

· Jenn: Supplies please bring to PSF if possible, if not donations can be left at the Partnership Library.

· Tatianna: Will create a flyer to hand out.

	Questions/  Closing Discussions
	· Janet needs places to have heart gallery: which is a display with pictures of children up for adoption. The display is free standing, and is only usually left up for about two weeks. They are working on getting digital displays. Working on forming a committee for heart gallery association. Looking for students who are willing to volunteer media services for a video.

· John: Suggested an electronic PowerPoint display would be a good idea, for churches.

· Janet: Haley with CHS will send out a PowerPoint to Waheeda, who will distribute it to everyone. The PR person for CHS is named Ellen.

· Donny: Suggested that meeting reminders be sent two weeks prior to our next meeting, so that the pastors will remember to attend and invite other pastors.

Meeting Adjourned @ 12:00 p.m.

	Next Meeting
	October 25th, 2011 @ 10:00 a.m. 
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