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KIDS CAMP PLAY DAY A SUCCESS
By Waheeda Bacchus, PSF Recruitment and Retention Specialist

Partnership for Strong Families

celebrated our 7th annual Kids Camp

Play Day this April with the Univer-

sity City Church of Christ (UCCC)

at the Florida Bible Camp. This year,

the UCCC put together an amazing

day filled with games, horseback rid-

ing, a bounce house and good plain

fun for our foster children. Once

families arrived at the event, each

Kids Camp Volunteers play with children while foster child was paired with two volunteer

parents receive training hours mentors for the day who were able to

provide one-on-one fun and attention

to all the children present including foster, adopted, and biological children. With

a free lunch from Hungry Howies and Chick-Fil-A, and a special guest appearance

from The Cow, the children and parents remained in high spirits throughout the day.

While the children were outside enjoying the fun, their foster parents got

to enjoy the luxury of air conditioning while receiving both a short break from care

giving and training hours for re-licensure. This year, one of our very own foster

parents - Patty Helsel, an occupational therapist of Shands Rehab Center - trained

on the impact that both emotional and physical trauma can have on children. She

stated that those effected at an early age can sometimes lead to long-lasting effects

if not addressed properly. Parents present found the information given to be very

informative and, many recognized the need to refer some of their own children for
testing of the concerns presented.

continued on page 6



MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

PSF BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Esteemed Partners and Friends,

Dr. Michael Bowie This May we look forward to honoring the foster parents

chair

who open their homes to our community’s children who cannot

M. Jim Stringfellow safely remain in their own homes. One thing you will start to

notice is that PSF is now referring to foster parents as partner

chair emeritus

families. This reflects an important cultural shift within our agen-

Ms. Jo Haley Shawn Salamid. . . .
w_[:[i;;_ < Chif Eseontive Ofcer cy toward family-centered practice. Partner families go the extra

mile, often partnering with the biological family in various ways
Mr. Joe Dunlap such as supervising visitation or even acting as a mentor to the parents to encourage them

treasurer/ secretary

toward reunification. As reflected in our agency’s name, we want everything we do to be

Ms. Flotida Bridgewater-Alford partnership based. This is just one more way we want to strengthen and support families
within our system of care.

1t [ G el We are well into the 2011 Legislative Session and this year is quite different than

Sheriff Sadie Darnell any we have weathered before. As you are following policy and budget issues in the news,
please know that PSF is involved in the discussion as well. Although our agency does not

L#zsicors (Cisoifye D engage in lobbying, our board of directors is very involved in advocacy and ensuring our

message is communicated to those who are making decisions that will affect our system. 1

have also been asked to testify on behalf of the Florida Coalition for Children, an agency

Pastor Jack Donovan

Dve Wil bl we are members of, in several committee meetings of the House and Senate regarding

Chief Tony Jones matters of child welfare policy. We ate grateful to our .local legislators for the support they
continue to show our agency and child welfare statewide.
Mr. Edward C. Peddie The first few months of 2011 have been very exciting for PSE. We successfully
: . transitioned to our new headquarters office and are thrilled with the improved environ-
Chief Argatha Gilmore o o ;
ment. In addition to a significant cost savings, the move allowed us to condense our two

offices, one of which had three floors, into one location where we are all on the same

PSE Board Mectings are normally floor. Several of our staff have mentioned to me that this new space makes collaborating

beld on the fourth Monday of every a lot easier. We are glad to be here and hope you will come visit us at our new office if
other month. you have not had a chance to already.
For more information and the current With Warm Regards
5

location, please contact 1 inda Means

at 352.244.1503 W

Shawn Salamida

FOSTER PARENT MONTHLY BOARD RATE BREAKDOWN
PSF would like to remind you that all fos-

0-5yrs 6-12yrs 13yrs+ ter children should be receiving a monthly
) allowance as mandated by the Department
Current board rate: $429 $440 $515 of Children and Families. Allowances can
not be withheld as a form of discipline. For
: . more information please contact your
e Gzl 58 $ il Recruitment and Retention Specialist.
Clothing: $35 $36 $43
For all other Board Rate and financial ques-
o ) tions, please contact Lisa Vickery, Fiscal
Initial Clothing: $50 $50 $70 Specialist at 352-244-1560 or lisa.vickery@
Annual Clothing Allowance: ~ $200 $300 $300 pisforg

HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?

To receive the quarterly newsletter and exciting announcements via email, add your name to the foster parent mailing list by contacting
Waheeda Bacchus at waheeda.bacchus@pfsf.org or Tatianna Kelaita at tatianna.kelaita@pfsf.org. Stay connected!

page 2



PSF PARTICIPATES IN CHILDREN’S CAPITOL FOR A DAY
By Jenn Petion, PSF Community and Government Relations Manager

On April 5, 2011, PSF took a group of 60 partner families, children,
staff and board members to Tallahassee to participate in the annual f "
Children’s Capitol for a Day in celebration of Children’s Week. As part
of the day’s activities, Shawn Salamida and PSF partner family, Glynn
and Lora Miller, participated in this year’s Comcast Newsmakers Inter-
view, where they rallied for support from Florida Legislators in an effort

to help raise awareness for North Central Florida’s children and families.

PSF board members and partner families also used the opportunity to PSF Staff members (

meet with local legislators in their Tallahassee offices and thank them for

their continued support of bills and funding that improve the lives of
community children.

In addition, thousands of children, parents, advocates, community "
leaders and policy makers from throughout the state gathered at the
Capital for the event, which featured special guest WPGA golfer and
Children’s Week spokeswoman, Annika Sorenstam, the annual Hanging
of the Hands in the Capitol Rotunda and educational and interactive
booths in the Capitol Courtyard sponsored by nonprofits and business-
es throughout the state in hopes of promoting the health, safety and ==

well-being of children in the State of Florida.

ADVOCACY UPDATE
By Jenn Petion, PSF Community & Government Relations Manager

This year’s legislative session has proven to be more contentious than any in re-
cent history. Changes in the governor’s office, House and Senate, coupled with an in-
tense budget crisis, have made the environment in Tallahassee challenging. PSF CEO
and board members have been called upon several times to testify in legislative com-
mittee hearings about issues pertaining to children and families. There are several bills
we are watching very closely, as well as the budgets being prepared by both houses.

Legislation on Liability Limits for community-based care agencies is very impot-
tant to PSE. In recent years, the volume of lawsuits against CBC’s has skyrocketed as
lawyers have realized these agencies do not have sovereign immunity as the DCF does,
which can result in large payouts from insurance companies whether or not there is
culpability. CBCs around the state have seen insurance premiums soar, or worse, poli-
cies be cancelled altogether. Without insurance, CBCs would be forced to hand the
keys back to the state as this is a requirement of our contract in statute.

Independent Living reform is another important issue to PSE. Proposed changes
to IL include extending the age of foster care to age 21, which would allow the state to
draw down federal funding for this important, yet underfunded program. In addition,
it would provide for a stronger support system for these youth. There have also been
suggestions to re-contract IL services and take them out of the CBC’s oversight. PSF

does not support handing off our young adults to another provider once they turn 18.

continued on page 5

from left): Tia Stover, Tatianna Kelaita and
Dominic Watson advocate for children in need at Children’s Day.

Shawn Salamida (bottom right) sits with foster parent volunte
and licensing staff during Children’s Day at the Capitol.
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THANK YOU!

Partnership for Strong Fam-
ilies would like to recognize
and thank the dedicated
foster parents who lobbied
for our children and
participated in Children’s
Day at the Capitol.

Colleen Anthoney
Lynda & Donald DeKold
Simon Flatt
Howard Faberow
Sonia Franco
Dorothy King
Ronald Iocke
Lora & Glynn Miller
Kathleen McNamara
Lanra McNamara
Mike & Sandy Starling
Veneice Godbolt
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PARTNER MOMENT SPOTLIGHT
Partnership for Strong Families would like

to recognize and thank the individuals who
have made a concerted effort to work in
partnership with birth families and our col-

lective agencies as a whole.

LAURA FRIES

Laura Fries is a very dedicated and
compassionate individual, who has gone
above and beyond her call of duty to serve
others. Ms. Fries has had numerous chil-
dren in her care of varying ages and though
with a house full, has managed to work and
juggle between her work schedule, play
many roles, get the children to various ac-
tivities, etc.

She has made such a positive difference
in each of their lives and without expecting
any recognition. I just want to say thank
you for your service to all the children and

their families.

Sincerely,

Kishanna Spooner

FOSTER PARENT APPRECIATION MONTH

Adapted from the National Foster Care Month Website
By Tatianna Kelaita, PSF Recruitment & Retention Specialist

All  children de-
serve a safe, happy
life —
the nearly 500,000

American youth in

including

foster care. Young
people in foster care
especially need nut-

turing adults on their

side because their

48

Board Membet, Jim Stringfellow, and PSF President/CEO,
Shawn Salamida, present award to 2010 Starke Foster Parent
of the Year, Karen Alexander.

own families are in
crisis and unable to
care for them.

Each May, we salute the compassionate people who make a difference
by serving as foster patrents, relative caregivers, mentors, advocates, social
workers, and volunteers. Thanks to these unsung heroes, many formerly
abused or neglected children and teens will either safely reunite with their
parents, be cared for by relatives, or be adopted by loving families.

As part of the Foster Care Month celebration, foster parent organiza-
tions, child welfare advocates and private and public officials will sponsor
and hold special events highlichting foster care as an important issue re-
quiring both resources and support. Partnership for Strong Families will be
hosting two such events in May in order to honor foster parent contribu-

tions and to give thanks for all that you do in partnership with our agency.

Both banquets will be catered and will provide activities for children in attendance. Additionally, PSF staff and our partners

will be donating baskets to be raffled off to foster parents in attendance and awards will be presented to the Foster Parent

of the Year from each service center. The first Foster Parent Appreciation Banquet is to be held in Lake City on May 12th

from 6:30-8:30pm. The second Foster Parent Appreciation Banquet is to be held in Gainesville on May 17th from 6:30pm-

8:30pm. Invitations for both events are forthcoming and should be expected to arrive after April 15th. If you are interested

in attending please RSVP by April 29th.

For more information on the Foster Parent Appreciation Banquets in each circuit, please contact Tatianna Kelaita

or Waheeda Bacchus. Also, for additional information regarding Foster Care Month, please visit www.fostercaremonth.org.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW FOSTER FAMILIES!

The Partnership for Strong Families would like to welcome and
congratulate our new and re-opened foster homes from the
months of February through March.

Gloria & Orain Jones, Chad & Crystal Norman, Melissa & Chatles
Buckler, Laran Rogers, and Cheryl Whitney
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ADOPTION!

The Partnership for Strong Families would like to congratulate
all of our families who have finali from the months of February
through March.

Robert & Amanda Stage, Kathleen McNamara, Jessie & Nycula
Randle, Marion Mauldin, Howard & Amanda Moseley, Dexter
& Frances Shanks, Joyce Williams, Willard Heatrd, Kelley and
Rosalyn Lundy, Bachinta Doby, Tabatha Thompson, Jonny &
Kim Suarez and Kenneth & Joanne Hacket



ADVOCACY UPDATE
FOSTER PARENT MENTOR PROGRAM continued from page 3

By Waheeeda Bacchus, PSF Recruitment & Retention Specialist Both houses have restored

A Mentor is defined as a wise and trusted guide and advisor. As a newly Maintenance Adoption
licensed foster parent we offer the support of a foster parent mentor to our new Funding and Independent
homes. In the beginning foster parenting can be a demanding and confusing pro- Living Funding in their
cess. catly versions of budget

To help alleviate this, PSF has created foster parent mentors. Mentors proposals. MAS in partic-
provide someone to call and ask questions to who have had a few years of experi- ular is important because
ence working with our system of care. Mentors also have leadership roles in the it allows some families to
Foster Parent Association, PSF workgroups or take on advocacy roles throughout adopt who would other-
PSE If you are interested in having a mentor assigned to you or becoming a men- wise not be able to take in a
tor to a new home please contact Waheeda or Tatianna. child who may have physi-

cal or emotional concerns

TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENTS as a result of the abuse

By Waheeda Bacchus, PSF Recruitment & Retention Specialist or neglect they endured.

Lately, we have been receiving inquities regarding the proper way to submit and PSE thanks both houses
use travel reimbursements. As you know, PSF will reimburse you for the following types for consideration of these
of travel expenses incurred while caring for our children when transporting the child to programs.

medical and mental health appointments, “special” education and vocational training,
or to visit with parents, siblings or relatives. You may also be reimbursed for transportation to approved in-service train-
ing sessions.

Please take a moment to read and review the tips listed below and you’ll become a travel reimbursement pro. As
always, if you have any questions or whould like any additionaly information with regards to any reimbursements please
feel free to contact your Recruitment & Retention Specialist - Waheeda Bacchus or Tatianna Kelaita.

Helpful Tips:

1. Travel is due on the 20th of each month and any travel incurred
after this date will need to be submitted by the first Friday of the following month.

2. All travel must be separated by month; you can not claim travel for more that one month on the travel reim-
bursement form. Also, if there is outstanding travel from the previous months this will need to be turned in as soon as
possible. Travel submitted more than 90 days after it occurs will be reimbursed only on an exceptional basis.

3. The travel reimbursement form should include: your name and signature, the child’s name, the family care
counselot’s name, travel date, travel to/from, purpose of travel, number of miles, and start/arrival times.

4. Sign the form before it is submitted on the line that says ‘Employee Signature’ and submit it to Lisa Sullivan at
NW 1st Pl, Suite A Gainesville, FL. 32607. Make a copy for your self, Lisa will submit the form to Finance for approval.
Lisa can be reached at 352-244-1548.

5. All travel requires documentation of proof, such as a note from the case worker for visitation or service center
visits, or a doctor note from a doctor or therapist office. A copy of your training certificate or agenda can be used to verify
training

0. Travel forms must have original signatures (no faxes or e-mails).

HAVE SUGGESTIONS?

If you have any items you would like to see included or improved in the Foster Times Newsletter, you may submit all suggestions to
Tatianna Kelaita, PSF Recruitment & Retention Specialist, by email at tatianna.kelata@pfsf.otg or by phone at 352-244-1534. We look
forward to your feedback!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

EASTER EGG MEGA HUNT
at Northwest Baptist Church
April 23, 2011
10:00am - 1:00pm

4th SEMI-ANNUAL
CLOTHING DRIVE
at the Library Partnership
April 30, 2011
11:00am-2:00pm

7th ANNUAL WORLD’S
GREATEST BABY SHOWER
at Lincoln Middle School
May 7, 2011
8:30am-1:00pm

CIRCUIT 3 FOSTER PARENT
APPRECIATION BANQUET
at Seventh-Day Adventist
Church of Lake City
May 12th, 2011
6:30pm-8:30pm

CIRCUIT 8 FOSTER PARENT
APPRECIATION BANQUET
at University Church of Christ
May 17th, 2011
6:30-8:30pm

JUNETEENTH
at the Library Partnership
June 18,2011
10:00am-2:00pm

For more information on the

events listed above, please con-

tact Jenn Petion at 352-244-1561
or

jenn.petion@pfsf.org
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KIDS CAMP PLAY DAY A SUCCESS
By Waheeda Bacchus, PSF Recruitment and Retention Specialist

continued from page 1

Mrs.Helsel also shared that as a foster parent and manager at Shands Rehab

Center at Magnolia Parke, she understands the importance and immediate need for
these services for children in foster care. She encourages parents to contact her directly
if they are in need of physical or occupational therapy services in order to bypass the
wait. Mrs. Helsel can be reached by phone at 352-265-5204 ot by email at helsep@
shands.ufl.edu.

Families concluded the day with an update from Licensing, Recruitment and
Retention on the babysitting and respite practices for foster homes, Parent-to-Caregiv-
er meetings, psychotropic medications, the importance of attending Permanency Staff-
ings and an overview of GPS training. PSF would especially like thank Donny Dillon
and his team for providing such a fantastic and impactful event for our children and
families for the past 7 years.

NEWSLETTER NAME CHANGE
As you know, Partnership for Strong Families has been undergoing
numerous changes in regards to our marketing materials. A new logo, a new
layout and now - a new name! As of the next issue, this newsletter will no
SRSre longer be called the Foster Times.
FARLIILIES Instead, PSF is changing the title to reflect our continued efforts to
partner with all foster families, birth families and our multitude of service agencies. So
be on the look-out for our next issue coming in July. We hope you’ll like the new name as

much as we do!

SERVICE CENTER INFORMATION

MAIN OFFICE
5950 NW 1st Place, Suite A
Gainesville, FL. 32601
Tel: (352) 244-1500
Fax: (352) 244-1647
On-Call: 352-226-4675
Toll-free: (866) 310-7326

LAKE CITY OFFICE
1389 W US Hwy 90, Suite 100
Lake City, FL. 32055
Tel: (386)758-5757
Fax: (386)758-0485
On-Call: (386)984-6940
Toll-free: (866) 832-5562

TRENTON OFFICE
1208 E Wade St
Trenton, FI1 32693
Tel.: (352)463-3111
Fax: (352)463-3104
On-Call:(352)463-3110
*follow prompts*
Toll-Free: (888)877-5459

LIVE OAK OFFICE
501 SE Demotest, Suite C
Live Oak, FL.L 32064
Tel: (386)364-7774
Fax: (386)364-1097
On-Call: (850)570-9716
Toll-Free: (866) 850-8133

STARKE OFFICE
405 S Georgia St
Starke, FLL. 32091
Tel: (904)964-1540
Fax:(904)964-1550
On-Call:  (904)964-1540
*follow prompts*
Toll-Free: (866)888-6548



TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
In Person
Feeling overwhelmed with foster parenting? Join
your local Foster Adoptive Parent Association!
Most associations meet monthly or quarterly to
share ideas on how to support parents and the chil-
dren they care for. This is also a great way to get
your 8 hours of training needed every year to con-
tinue to volunteer as a foster parent and serve the
abused and neglected children of your community.

Gainesville: Meets monthly from 10am-12pm on the
3rd Saturday of every month [4/16, 5/21, 6/18] at the
Partnership for Strong Families Main Office. Childcare
available. Contact: Dorothy King, President at (352)
331-6629 or email theassociation atacfapa@gmail.com.

TriCounty: Meets quarterly from 6:30pm-8:30pm
on the 2nd Thursday of the month [6/9] at the PSF
Trenton Service Center located at 1208 East Wade
Street Building A, Trenton, FL. Childcare available.
Contact: Simon Flatt, President at simon@tcfapa.org;

m Meets bimonthly on the thitrd Tuesday of
every other month [4/19, 6/21] at First Presbyte-
rian Church of Starke 921 E Call Street, Starke, Fl.
Dinner is potluck style. Contact: Tatianna Kelaita or
Waheeda Bacchus, see below for contact information.

Lake City-Live Oak: Meets bimonthly from
6pm-8pm on the 4th Tuesday of every other
month [4/12, 6/28] at PSF Lake City Service
Center at 1389 W. US Hwy 90, Suite 110, Lake
City, FLL 32055. Dinner is potluck style. Contact:
Tatianna Kelaita, see below for contactinformation.

By Phone
The Florida State
Association, Inc. hosts monthly conference calls
for all Foster and Adoptive parents through-
out the state. The conference call takes place
on the 1st Monday of each month [4/4, 5/2,
6/6] in the evening from 8:30pm-9:30pm.
Call in #: 1-888-808-6959 Enter Pin# 9229094
For more information email: fifpa@yahoogroups.
com or visit their website at www.fsfapa.org

Foster Adoptive Parent

Online
l.www.FosterParentCollege.com
Contact Waheeda or Tatianna to register.

All trainings are free after a re-imbursement
submission. Forms are available through
your Recruitment & Retention Specialist.

2.www.FosterParents.com/PFSF
The first two trainings are free. Reimburse-
ment is available for additional trainings.
*Note: This source is for PESFE foster parents only.

QUICK FACTS

CLIENT TRUST FUNDS

If you have a child with a client trust fund, or be-
lieve thata child in your home should have a trust
fund please contact Pamela Hart with any ques-
tions or concerns at 352-244-1545. Currently
she is part-time so if you have an emergency
please contact Amanda Gray at 352-244-1511.

TRAVEL

Foster Parent Travel logs are due on a

monthly basis. Travel submitted past three
months will not be eligible for payment. All
travel requires supporting documentation.
For more information please contact Lisa

Sullivan, Licensing AA at (352) 244-1548.

BLUE FOLDERS

Each child is required to come to your home
with a placement letter stating the child is be-
ing placed in your care with a blue folder
containing the child’s legal and medical infor-
mation. Contact your Family Care Counselor
or Placement Specialist as soon as possible
if the child has not arrived with these items.

[TRAINING CALENDARS]

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

10| 11 12| 13| 14| 15| 16

15( 16| 17 18] 19| 20| 21

12| 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18

17( 18 20| 21| 22 23 2| 23| 24| 25| 26| 27| 28 19 20 22| 23| 24| 25

24| 25| 26| 27| 28] 29| 30 29| 30| 31 26| 270 28| 29| 30

YOUR RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION SPECIALISTS HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT
ADOPTION?

Lafayette, Suwann
PHONE: 352

WAHEEDA BACCHUS
( Serving Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Dixie,
Gilchrist, Levy & Union Counties

PHONE: 35
EMAIL: waheeda.

TATIANNA KELAITA
Serving Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Hamilton, Madison,

ee, Taylor & Union Counties
-244-1534

EMAIL: tatianna.kelaita@pfsf.org

2-244-1536
bacchus@pfsf.org

REMEMBER: If you have questions ot encounter any issues while working in
partnership with our agency, do not hesitate to contact us! We are here to support and assist you. Let us
continue to be part of the solution as we work together to better the lives of the children we serve.

Are you considering adoption?
Have you adopted and are looking for some
added support? Then you may be inter-
ested in attending the Mid-Florida Adop-
tions Support Group! These meetings are
an excellent resource open to all who have
adopted or were considering adoption.

Purposes and activities pro-
vided include: emotional support, train-
ings and educational workshops, social
activities to promote friendship, network-
ing and advocacy for children’s needs.
Meeting are held on the 4th Thursday
of every month [4/22, 5/26, 6/23] from
6:30pm-7:30pm at Children’s Home So-
ciety (711 NW 1st St Gainesville, FL).

For additional information, please contact

Erin Rosin at 352-373-8189 or
erin@villagecounselingcenter.net
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PARTNERSHIP FOR

STRONG
FAMILIES

5950 NW 1st Place, Suite A
Gainesville, F1. 32607
352 - 244-1500

Visit us at

partnerfamily.org

children’s
home
society

Save the Date!

Circuit 8
Foster Parent
Appreciation Banquet

Serving
C] rcu]t 3 Alachua, Bradford, Dixie, Gilchrist, Levy & Union Counties

Date:Tuesday, May 17th, 2011

Foster Parent Time: 6:30g 01

1 1 Location: University Church of Christ
Apprecllatslg:; Banq uet 4626 NW 8th Avenue

Baker, Columbia, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, Gainesville, FL 32605
Suwannee & Taylor Counties

Date: Thursday, May 12th, 2011

Time: 6:30pm-8:30pm PLEASE

Location: Seventh-Day Adventist

Church of Lake City
143 Seminole Terrace

Lake City, FL 32025 BY APRIL 30, 2011



